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Gift to Nebraskajewish Historical Society Honors Eli & Sara Zalkin 
By Rita Shelley 

Arriving in Omaha from Minsk as a seven-year-old in 1914, Eli Zalkin went to work selling newspapers to help his father, a bakery 
truck driver, support the family. When Eli died in 1980,   Omaha lost a leader who never said "no" to a Jewish cause. Zalkin's unstinting 
service to the cause of Israel was recognized by none other than Yitzhak Rabin. The former prime minister presented a medal of 
honor to Zalkin in a ceremony at Peony Park in 1977.   

Zalkin built a life around the values instilled in him when 
he was young, values that he later shared with his wife, 
Sara, a native of Poland. The Zalkins believed in judging 
people by what they give in service and their intentions, 
not by their worldly goods. Marcia Zalkin Cohen recalls 
that Sara played an active role in Eli's career and 
philanthropy. 

"Mother was an elegant hostess whether at home or at 
conventions. She graciously entertained Prime Minister 
Rabin when he was in Omaha and stayed at the Zalkin 
home," Marcia said. "My father was very proud of his wife 
and his home." 

In 2005, a donor advised fund was established at the 
Jewish Federation of Omaha Foundation by several Zalkin 
family members. A gift was made from this donor advised 
fund to the Nebraska Jewish Historical Society to honor 
Sara and Eli. 

The Zalkin brothers, Eli and Allen, literally turned rags to 
riches. They started Peerless Wiping Cloth Company in 
downtown Omaha with a $1,000 loan in 1926.   Allen was 
president; Eli was secretary-treasurer. In a 1969 interview with the Omaha World Herald, Zalkin described the series of events that led to 
the brothers' success converting cast-off clothing into a useful product that could be sold for a profit--wiping cloths for American industry. 

"I had a job cutting glass for a fellow named Meyer Friedman who had an interest in a little rag company. He had bought surplus 
glass from the Ford Motor Company when Ford switched from the Model T to the Model A. He asked me if I wanted to go to Chicago 
with him to sell it. Well, we opened a place in Chicago and sold the glass. Meyer decided he wanted to say in Chicago so he sold us 
his little rag company at 10th and Davenport." 

Peerless moved to a larger building at 5th and Pacific in 1936.   By the 1970s, it was a wholesale supplier to other wiping cloth 
companies and in the top 20 percent of the industry. Its output filled 1,300 freight cars each year. Peerless also exported "processed" 
cloth to Asia and Africa. Peerless also imported burlap from India for sale to North American furniture and car manufacturers. In 
1 970,   Eli was president of the National Association of Wiping Cloth Manufacturers. 

Marcia describes her father as a good provider who "was president of everything he ever did." He was president of the Highland 
Country Club, where he loved golfing with lifelong friends. Eli installed a conference table in the basement of the Zalkin family home 
where he presided over board meetings of the Jewish Federation, Beth El Synagogue and the Henry Monsky lodge of B'nai B'rith, 
among others. He was a 32nd degree Mason and on the board of the Conservative Synagogues of America. 

Zalkin enjoyed sharing the latest technology with his family. He bought one of the first television sets. His daughters' birthday parties 
were preserved with photos, slides and home movies. He had a darkroom and movie projector in the basement of the family home. 
Cohen said her father would be pleased to know how much his grandchildren absorbed his fascination with all things technical and 
with "how things work." 

"His 10 grandchildren were his greatest source of pride," she said. Taking three grandsons to Beth El services was a Saturday ritual. 
Services were followed by haircuts at the Kiewit building, then lunch. "My father and his friends were a wonderful group of men," 
Cohen said. "They were proud of what they'd done and loved to share with their families." 



A Letter From The President 
By: Sue Friedman Miliward 

2013-2014 As 2014 begins, we are reminded that the Circle of Life moves 

NJNH OFFICERS forward. We want to remember our loyal supporters who were 
. 

President: Sue MLllward 
taken from us in 2013. We lost three wonderful gentlemen who 
were important to all of us on the board, Dick Rochman, George 

Vice President: Beth. Staenberg Shafer and Larry Roffman. They were men of the highest 
Secretary: Rocky Stem integrity and empathy. They will be greatly missed. 
Treasurer Nan Katz 
Past President DeD 

,
bi Josephson The Nebraska Jewish Historical Society was founded by Mary 

Fellman in 1982. She learned of similar Jewish societies and 
saw the need for it here in Nebraska. She enlisted the aid of her 

FOUNDERS: friends to help establish the NJHS including: Oliver Pollak, Lois 
Mary Fellman & Oliver Pollak Friedman Silvia Roffman and Joie Simon We are grateful to this 

group for their vision and support. 
BOARD MEMBERS: Thank you also to our supporters and volunteers who have been 
Judy Brookstein important over the years. There are so many people that we 
Don Dandy cannot name them all here, but they include such people as: Bob 
Norma Fried Belgrade, Joanie Bernstein, Midge Bowers, Helen Epstein, Gary 
Michael Gendler Javitch, Debbi Josephson, Nan Katz, Ira Nathan, Helen Rifkin, 
Lorrie Katelman Dottie Rosenblum, Louise Abrahamson and Rocky Stern. The list 
Nan Katz goes on and on. 
Angela Krieger 

We also want to recognize the important funding provided to Rock I . r ocy Lewis 
Vicki PerImeter 

the NJHS so that we may continue the important work we do 
for our Jewish Community. Our gratitude goes to the following 
foundations and endowment funds: Roz and Ike Friedman 

EX OFFICIO: Foundation, Carl Frohm Foundation, Shirley & Leonard Goldstein 
Louise Abrahamson Fund, Herbert Goldsten Foundation, The Marlene Hechtman & 
Bob Belgrade Martin M. Staenberg Fund, Livingston Foundation, Shaee & 
Joanie Bernstein Murray Newman Fund, the Henry & Dorothy Riekes Family, Eli & 
Midge Bowers Sara Zalkin Fund, George & Mickey Shafer Fund and the Special 
Helen Epstein Donor Advised Fund of the Jewish Federation Foundation. 
Lois Friedman The NJHS was created by our parents and grandparents. It is 
Ira Nathan now the responsibility of the next generation, children of the 
Helen Rifkin 1940s, 505, and 60s. We are now the parents and grandparents 

in our Jewish community. We need to continue to collect and 
HONORARY MEMBER: archive our stories for future generations. 
Max Neiden 

Your support is important to us. Whether it comes from your 

VI I  BOARD AD" ONSOR participation in our activities, your donations of family memories, 
or your financial contributions, you give us the opportunity 

ARCHIVES & EXHIBITS: to expand our collection. If you have not renewed your 2014 
Doug Hartman membership, go to www.nebraskajhs.com  and click on the 

membership tab. 

OFFICE STAFF: To our loyal supporters, please consider a long-term investment 
Executive Director: to the Nebraska Jewish Historical Society by establishing a 
Renee Ratner Corcoran Family Foundation or Fund in your name so our legacy can 
Assistant. Kathy Weiner continue for generations to come. Our parents did so much of 

the work and now it is our turn to set the example for our children 
and grandchildren. Let's continue this wonderful legacy. Contact 
me any time at (402) 630-4241 to discuss exciting possibilities. 



Displays at NJHS Annual Meeting. Helen Epstein speaks after receiving the Shirley 
Berman Volunteer Award from Midge Bowers. 

Lois Friedman and her birthday cake. Florence Brody with Steve Perelman. 

Highland Country Club Exhibit 
We were proud to share this recent 
NJHS exhibit on the Highland Country 
Club with the Residents of the Rose 
Blumkin Jewish Home. 

Keeping Memories Alive: A Salute to Downtown Retail 
The annual meeting of the NJHS was held 
on Sunday, October z3, 2013 in the Jewish 
Community Center auditorium. 
The crowd shared memories of Downtown 
Omaha, mid-century 1940s, Sos and 
6os. The program included an exhibit 
of the latest fashion of the times, 
photos of streets and buildings as well as 
advertisements representing the businesses 
that lined the streets of this very vital part 
of our city. Individuals were interviews for 
an oral history documentary recalling the 
special time in our history. 
Past NJHS president, Helen Epstein 
received the Shirley Berman Volunteer of 
the Year Award and a hors d' oeuvre 
reception honoring Lois Friedman on her 
9oth birthday completed the day. 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS NEEDED! 
The NJHS membership envelopes were sent in 
December for your consideration. Your membership 
helps us plan programs and exhibits. Your continued 
support is very important to us. If you have not done 
so, please renew your dues so we can continue our 
work of preserving the history of Jewish families for 
future generations. 

NJHS Annual Dues (January -December 2014) 

❑ $1000 -Benefactor ❑ $500 -Platinum 

❑ $250 - Gold ❑ $100 -Patron 

❑ $50 -Sponsor ❑ $25 -Regular 

We gratefully acknowledge and welcome our 
new members. Thank you for your generous and 
continued support. 

• Judy Brookstein  • Mark Roffman 
• Michael Sellz • David Silver 
• Diane Udes 



Omahajewish Reunion This Fall 
Mark your calendar and spread the word for the Omaha 
Jewish Reunion on September 12th 14th, 2014! 

Everyone with ties to Omaha is invited to attend this very 
special event. The reunion will be filled with a variety 
of programs, including fun, educational and religious 
activities for everyone. Over 75  volunteers, under the 
leadership of Mary Bernstein, are working to make 
this reunion a memorable success. The NJHS will be 
involved in planning tours, exhibits and much more for 
the reunion. For more information please contact Mary 
Bernstein at maryb@eventsinc.com  or visit our website 
at www.omahajewishreunion.com. 

Bus Tour Guides Needed for Reunion 
If you are interested in becoming a tour guide for the 
Omaha Jewish Reunion held this September, please 
contact the NJHS at (402) 334-6442. 

RETURN 
REMEMBER 

RECONNECT 

rE Find us on 
I 

 
Face book 

www.facebook.com/OmahaJewishReunion  

THE NJHS GENEALOGY CLUB 
The NJHS Genealogy Club meets the third 
Sunday of every month. Please contact us 
at (402) 334-6442 for information on how 
you can join us. 

New interviews have been added to the 
Dr. Ben Nachman Oral History Program. 
The following individuals have been 
interviewed and are now part of our 
collection: 

.  Steve Abrahamson 

.  Florence Brody 

.  Ron Budwig, 

.  Carol Bloch 
S  Helen Epstein 
S  Marti Epstein 
S  Paul Epstein 
.  Sam Fedman 
S  Sylvia (Shyken) Kirshner 
.  Howard Kooper 
.  Alice & Harold Kosowsky 
.  Janie Kulakofsky 
.  Alan Levin 
.  Jody Malashock 
S  Sonia Rabin 
S  David Rice 
.  Harvey Roffman 
.  Susie Silverman 
.  Mary Lou Walker 
S  Lois Wine 

The NJHS oral history interviews are a very 
important and valuable part of our archival 
collection. If you or a family member would 
like to record your history, please contact 
us at (402) 334-6442. Do it for you, for 
your children, and grandchildren! 

IRE YOU MOVING.9 
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If you are moving to a new 
residence, please notify us of 
your address change! Call us 
at (402) 334-6442 or email us 
at njhsjewishomaha.org  

http://www.facebook.com/OmahaJewishReunion


The following letter was sent to Denise Silverman, 
NJHS supporter and member of the NJHS Genealogy Club. 

November 7, 2010 

Denise, 

You are responsible for my having met Andrea Raskin Booth and David Booth. 

Here is the story: 
Today is my father's yahrzeit. Here in Carmel, there are small congregations, principally reform and 
Chabad and I knew that neither of them would have a minyan yesterday (Shabbat) so that I would be able to 
say kaddish for him. I also knew for certain that neither would have a minyan today. 

My wife and I have been searching for alternative synagogues for ourselves and spent the most recently 
passed Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur at a synagogue in Saratoga which is just south of San Jose. While 
we liked the synagogue, we were curious about other possibilities. A friend of ours, with whom I attended 
rabbinical school, suggested that we try Kol Emeth in Palo Alto. I decided to try Kol Emeth on the Shabbat 
before my Dad's yahrzeit. I was certain that there would be a minyan and I could try out the synagogue. 

I looked at the website and learned that the rabbi emeritus is a very dynamic fellow who has a very large 
following. I also saw that the congregation had, within the last four years, hired two new Rabbis. Given 
that the senior Rabbi (David Booth) had huge shoes to fill, I immediately realized that he must be something 
special. To have been able to get through a hiring process with a congregation that was attempting to 
replace a huge figure, meant that either this person had great talent or that the committee had made a 
mistake. I had nothing but rachmones (compassion) for David Booth. Long story short, I had decided to go 
to Kol Emeth to say kaddish. 

Subsequently, your e-mail arrived and I started looking around the family tree and low and behold there was 
Rabbi David Booth!! I knew for sure that I had to go to Kol Emeth so that I could introduce myself. 

When we arrived at Kol Emeth yesterday, we saw that there were a lot of special events going on including 
a special speaker. As we tend to arrive early, my wife and I were greeted by the rabbis. I did not disclose 
to David that we are related but did tell him that I had some information for him that I would impart after the 
conclusion of services. At the point in the service where a sermon is ordinarily delivered, David introduced 
the guest speaker (who was marvelous by the way) and informed the congregation that the speaker had 
been made possible by an endowment from the Raskin family foundation, his grandmother. 

David sat down along one of the side walls where congregants sit. I noticed that he was seated next to a 
couple; the man and David bore a striking resemblance to one another, and the woman looked liked one of 
the pictures on the family tree and I realized that David must have sat down next to his parents. 

At the conclusion of services, I approached Andrea and asked if she was the rabbi's mother. She confirmed 
that she in fact, is the rabbi's mother. I introduced myself and told her that I am one of her cousins. She 
was quite surprised and how we were related. I related what I had learned from the Seldin family tree. It 
was a wonderful meeting; Andrea and Alan could not have been more delightful. When Andrea and I found 
David, he too was very surprised, curious and warm. 

I'm sure that we will all meet again in order to share what we know of the Seldin family history to get to 
know one another much better. 

The combination of my father's yahrzeit, our need to find a better Jewish community and your effort on the 
family tree make clear to me that all of this as, as they say, beshert. 

Kudos to you for your hard work in building the Seldin family tree; without it, we would have been as ships 
passing in the night. 

Opus magnum completed. Thanks for reading. 

All the best, 

E Hil Margolin 



The Junk Man and the Synagogue 
The early years ofTifereth Israel and the story of one of Lincoln's pioneer Jewish families 

By: Arnold Garson 

Louis Stine may not have been a 
nice man. But he was a generous 
man, and he did help shape the early 
years of Tifereth Israel Synagogue in 
Lincoln. 

Louis arrived in Lincoln, alone, in 
1881.  How he got there is something 
of a mystery. He had no 

known relatives in the U.S. at that 
time, so he could have stayed in 
New York or settled anywhere in 
the country. Perhaps the seeming 
obscurity of a small city with few 
Jews, situated in the distant and 
sparsely populated Midwest, suited 
his needs: He was running away 
from his wife. 

P!!.. 

Stine in Lincoln, about 1908. 

kept track of who gave what 
- she couldn't read or write -- by 
tying the coins she collected 
in the corners of her kerchief, 
remembering which corner was 
from whom. She took the children 
to the silent films - and ran raging 
and screaming onto the stage if 
she saw something she didn't like. 

What Hinde didn't do was to keep 
house or cook. Louis did all of the 
cooking and hired a housekeeper. 
There could have been a bit of 
turnover in the housekeeper 
position. Years later, grandchildren 
reported they might find Hinde 
rolling on the floor, physically 
fighting with the housekeeper 
when they went for a visit. 

For his part, Louis moved deftly 
among his business interests, 
expanding and transitioning as 

But if Louis was seeking obscurity in Lincoln, he made 
one big mistake. He opened a pawn shop and began 
investing in real estate -- and he started making money. 
In fact, he appears to have made quite a lot of it -- so 
much that when another immigrant Jew who happened 
to be from the same town in Austria-Hungary arrived in 
Lincoln a few years later, he wrote home to tell of the 
remarkable success of Louis Stine. 

The letter made its way to Louis's father-in-law, who 
immediately booked passage for his daughter to 
Lincoln. So it was, that in 1885 Hinde showed up 
unannounced on Louis's doorstep. 

Whatever their differences, they seemed to make 
the marriage work. Their first child was born in 1887, 
their tenth in 1907.   Eight of the 10 would survive to 
adulthood. 

They lived at various near-downtown locations until 
1906, when they bought a large, two-story, 

stucco home on M street between Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth streets. Hinde made a mark in the community 
soliciting money for various Jewish causes. She 

conditions seemed to warrant - and he didn't let 
much get in his way. If the city wanted him to buy a 
pawnbroker's license, it would have to make the point 
by filing repeated charges against him. If he needed 
to settle a business argument, he could sit in on the 
discussion comfortably as one of his sons pulled a gun 
to make a point. 

By 1899, Louis had expanded his business interests 
to include scrap metal and hides; he called it the junk 
business. He soon built a new building to house these 
businesses at 234 S. Ninth Street. The two-story, brick-
front structure still stands with its stone marker at the 
top: L. Stine & Sons. 

His biggest business move, however, came in the mid-
1920s, when Louis, his sons and several of his sons-
in-law purchased Fred Schmidt & Brother, a downtown 
department store on 0 Street across from the old City 
Hall. They renovated the building and renamed the 
store. 

Among other things, they moved the elevators from 
the front of the building to the back so that customers 
would have to walk through the main sales floor to 
access the upper floors. The Grand Leader department 
store opened for business on August 20, 1924. Full- 



page ads in the Lincoln newspapers offered men's 
dress shirts for $1.69, women's fine footwear for $2.95 
and silk bloomers for $1.98. The store's beauty salon 
offered women a wave and curl for $1.00. 

Louis's involvement in the Jewish life of Lincoln can 
be traced back to at least 1898, when Congregation 
Talmud Torah was organized. He was one of the 
two organizers and one of the original trustees of 
that congregation. In 1910, he bought the lot at 
the northeast corner of Eighteenth and L streets, 
apparently with the idea of a synagogue building in 
mind. A bit later, when Talmud Torah merged with 
Tifereth Israel, Louis donated the land to the new 
Tifereth Israel congregation. Work on the new building 
began in 1913. 

At the peak, there were about 20 Stine family members 
residing in Lincoln. They thrived through the early years 
of the Grand Leader. But the store went bankrupt in 
the Depression and the Stine family gradually began 
relocating across the country. Most of those who 
remained, including Louis and Hinde, are buried at Mt. 
Carmel Cemetery on North Fourteenth Street. 

Louis Stine died in 1925, Hinde Stine in 1936. Their 
last surviving child, Philip Stine, died in Lincoln in 
2000. Today, Louise Springer is the last Stine family 
member still residing in Lincoln. Louise's mother, Anna 
Stine Goodman, was the third of Louis and Hinde's 
10 children. (The other surviving grandchildren of 
Louis and Hinde are Betty Gelsin Marx of Tampa, Fla, 
Marjorie Goldstein Treger of Bremerton, Wash., and 
Elinore Robinson Kutler of Kansas City, Mo.) 

The old Tifereth Israel building served its congregants 
for about 40 years before being replaced by a 
new building at 32nd and Sheridan Boulevard. 
Coincidentally but appropriately, the last event to be 
held in the original building, on June 5, 1954, was the 
bar mitzvah of Arnie Garson, one of Louis Stine's 36 
great-grandchildren. 

The next day, the cornerstone was removed and the 
building decommissioned. The honor of removing the 
box of memorabilia in the cornerstone was awarded to 
Anna Stine Goodman. 

--Based entirely on interviews with Stine family 
members and other research by the author. 

Anna Stine Goodman holds the corner stone box after its removal from the 
old building. Photo by Arnold Garson 

The L. Stine & Sons marker on the business front. 
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Border changes in the history of Poland. 

Joseph Riseman and his children in Omaha, 
Nebraska Back L-R Sam Riseman, Lena 
Riseman Brodkey, Charlie Riseman . Front L-R 
Clara Riseman Ferer, Joseph Riseman, Fanny 
Riseman Sessel 

Finding Family Roots with the Help of Online Trees 
Friedman Miliward 

Ancestry.com  is a website where you can build your family tree and discover your family 
history. Your tree can be made public so other people can see it, or you may make it private. 
If you make your tree public no one can see living people on your tree unless you invite them 
as a guest and allow them to see everyone. In this way Ancestry.com  protects the privacy of 
you and your living family. 

I built my "public" tree on Ancestry so that other people researching individuals associated 
with my family could contact me and share their information. This has been an incredible 
experience as I have made so many family discoveries that I cannot share them all with you. 
But, I will share a unique find that gave me insight to relatives that I didn't know existed. 

Michael Rosenberg from Berlin, Germany contacted me through Ancestry.com. He had 
noticed the name Fannie Riseman on my family tree. While creating his own family tree, 
Michael acquired a family document that showed Fannie Riseman, in Springfield, Illinois, 
had established an immigrant bank account in 1940 in the names of Siegfried Hopp and 
family, Dora and Manfred Hopp, and Herman Hermann. 

Michael hoped that the Fannie Riseman in my family tree could be the same Fannie 
Riseman and that he could make the connection for his research. Unfortunately, that 
was not the case. My Fannie Riseman (1884-1970) was born in Wolinsky, Russia. She 
immigrated with her family when she was 10 years old. She and her family settled in Omaha, 
Nebraska (according the 1900 census). In 1903 she married Charlie Sunshine in Omaha, 
remaining here for most of her life. 

But, Michael's message caught my interest so I checked online for his Fannie Riseman. 
When I googled "Riseman , Springfield, Illinois", I found a Paul Riseman living there. 
Another search produced a phone number, so I called him. It turns out that Paul is the great 
- grandson of Samuel A. Riseman (1864-1937) who immigrated from Russia, to the U.S. in 
1885. Sam married Anna Belle Livingstone in 1887 and they had eight children. Their oldest 
son, Herman, (who, by the way, just happened to be born in Nebraska in 1889) married a 
Fannie Cohen in 1922, and the 1940 census shows that the couple lived at 523 N 6th Street 
in Springfield, the same address listed on the immigrant bank record. 

Now I could direct Michael Rosenberg to the correct Riseman family. He was looking for 
Fannie C. Riseman. 

In the meantime, I now had a new avenue to research because I found it very interesting 
that Herman Riseman, the oldest son of Samuel A. Riseman in Springfield, Illinois, had been 
born in Nebraska. (In addition, my great grandfather was also named Sam Riseman, but he 
was much younger than Samuel A, as he was born in Russia in 1881.) 

0 r 

After further investigation, I found that Samuel A. Riseman of Springfield, Illinois is a younger 
brother of my great-great grandfather Joseph Riseman, born in Turnizi, Russia in 1857. 
Therefore, he is an uncle to my great grandfather Sam. 

Jewish headstones can be a wonderful source to make family connections as the older 
stones were usually inscribed with the Hebrew name of the deceased and the name of his 
or her father. In this case, I concluded the relationship of the two men when I noticed the 

. . gravestone inscriptions for each stated that they were sons of Mordechai Riseman. 

Then, quite recently, I found the obituary for Samuel in the Springfield newspaper archives. ::• ? 
v*: 

 It stated that Samuel had two brothers in Omaha, Joseph and David Riseman, and even 
' : • more surprising, he also had a brother Isaac in Russia. Suddenly I had another name, 

• 

::::: : 
o
::: 

. I Isaac, that I had never heard of before. 

. 
As you can see, a simple inquiry from a man in Berlin, started a whole string of . 
new discoveries for me. This is the reason I put "public" trees online - as each new 
communication can open doors to unknown, or forgotten, family members all over the world. 

Also, Michael Rosenberg shared with me that the funds in the immigrant bank were used 
Immigrant bank card provided by Michael 
Rosenberg showing the Depositor by Margot Hermann, daughter of Herman Hermann. She came to Springfield and married 

as Fannie C. Riseman. Samuel Riseman's grandson, Harold. The other members of the Hopp/ Hermann family 
never made it out of Europe, they died in Auschwitz. 

http://Ancestry.com


Newspaper clipping from Omaha 
World Herald. November 8, 1891. 

Newspaper clipping from Omaha 
Daily Bee. August 10, 1911 

The Metropolitan Club 
By: Oliver B. Pollak 

Jewish life is architecturally visible in houses 
of worship, cemeteries, Jewish Community 
Centers, endowed hospitals, statuary, and 
places of social gathering. 
According to Carole Gendler Omaha Jews 
formed the Centennial Club in 1876; the name 
commemorating the centenary of the American 
Revolution. It changed its name to the Standard 
Club in 1878, perhaps following the lead of 
Chicago's Standard. It reorganized again as the 
Metropolitan Club in 1883. 
The Clubs rented space in various downtown 
buildings and built its own quarters at 2203 
Harney Street in 1891. To the right is a vivid 
description from the Sunday, November 8, 1891 
Omaha World-Herald. 
At the closing of the Metropolitan Club in 
August 1911 the officers recognized Alphonse 
Wilson for his twenty-four years of service as 
steward. They presented him with a gold watch. 
Wilson, prominent in Omaha's African American 
community, went on to serve as steward of the 
University Club and died at the age of 76 in 
1936. The new tenants of renamed Metropolitan 
Hall were the Omaha Women's Club. 
Many newspapers are available on line through: 

1. Omaha World-Herald Archives 

2. Newspaperarchive.com  

3. GenealogyBank.com  

4. Chronicling America (at no cost) 
provided by the Library of Congress. 

These websites provide unprecedented access 
to historic newspapers. 

Photograph of the Metropolitan Club with Julius Meyers. 

Al 

http://Newspaperarchive.com
http://GenealogyBank.com
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Dick Rochman - From: Mary K. Thomsen, John H. 
Conley, Helen Rifkin, Elaine Nachman, Kathy & Harry 
Weiner, Kathleen M. Britz, Ron & Beth Brodkey, Helga 
Patterson, Joanie & Terry Bernstein, Nancy Hornstein, Bob 
Belgrade, Therese Vaughn & Aaron Weiner, Barbara & Jerry 
Cohen, Marty & Iris Ricks, Vicki Perlmeter, John Robinson 
& Bernie Myers, Janie Kulakofsky, Helen & Tuffy Epstein, 
Jerry  &Joanne Freeman, Beth Staenberg, Nan Katz, Rose 
Davis, Steve & Margo Riekes, NjHS Board & Staff, Shelley 
& Skip Stern, Robert W. Hasebroock, Kevee Kirshenbaum, 
Marcia &Jack Cohen, Dian &Jim Warren, Carolyn Cutler, 
Dorothy Spizman, Debbi & LarryJosephson, Ira & Carol 
Nathan, Paula & Larry Albert, Claudia & Tony Deeb, Mr. 
& Mrs. Barton Rochman, Robert & Debra Ballen, Hal & 
Mary Daub, Mark Martin, Caryl & Bucky Greenberg, Don 
& Marlene Dandy, Chuck & Susan Smith, Sue & David 
Millward, Dick Segal, Marti &John Atherton, Ellie Batt & 
Mark Sherman 

Rosalynd Goldberg - From: Bob Belgrade 

Sharon Lowenstein - From: Barbara &Jerry Cohen 

Ira Priluck - From: Jenny & Peter Gordon 

June Goodbinder - From: Jenny & Peter Gordon, Toby 
Feilman, NJHS Board & Staff, Bob Belgrade, 

Leonore Paascb - From: Ni HS Board & Staff 

Bernie Susman - From: Elaine Nachman 

Lee C. White - From: Peggy Chasen, Helen Rifkin 

Marvin Newberg - From: Rocky Stern & Dick Rochman 

Larry Roffman - From:Phyllis Abrahams MacAdam 

Arthur I. Bass - From: Richard Fellman 

Litzie Trustin - From: Phyllis Weinberg 

Mother & Grandmother of Wayne Schwarz 
From - Bob Belgrade 

Ida Halperin - From: Bob Belgrade 

GailLevin - From: EileenJacobson 

Hyman Polsky - From: Dick Rochman & Rocky Stern 

Alvin Nogg  - From: Kevee Kirshenbaum, Rocky Stern, 
Shelia Rosen 

MaynardTatelman - From: Harold Siporin 

Debra Slutzky-Cbasen - From: Harold Siporin 

SallyAnn Siporin Karmelesnky - From: Harold Siporin 

Ruth Goldenberg - From: Harold Siporin 

Patricia Newman 's Father - From: Kathy, Harry & Max 
Weiner 

Ben Nachman - From: Ben Novicoff 

George Shafer - From: Marty & Iris Ricks, Nan Katz, 
Debbi & LarryJosephson,Janie Kulakofsky, Steve & 
Margo Riekes, Carol & Rich Vogel, Lisa & Brad Sullivan, 
Sandra & William Gaube, Vicki Perlmeter, Sue & David 
Millward, NjHS Board & Staff, Kathy, Harry & Max 
Weiner, Marvin & Sandra F. Gladstone, Nancy & Maury 
Fertig, Bryan Elementary School Social Committee, Phyllis 
P Mackenzie, Gayle Milder, Don Goldstein, Fran Blumkin, 
Ellie Batt & Mark Sherman, Debra Sherman, Marsha & 
Nathan Feldman 

Dr. Maurice Pepper - From: Romana Pepper 

Max Kirshenbaum - From: Sue & David Millward, 
Hayley & Kurt Swanson, Kevee Kirshenbaum, Tootie 
Simon, Ronnie & Art Jacobson, Marcia &Jack Cohen, 
Helen Rifkin 

Charles Scudder - From:Sue & David Millward 

Paul Ruback - From: Ronnie &ArtJacobson, Rose Davis 

Esther Meiches - From:Rocky Stern, Helen Rifkin 

Sally Fox - From:Rocky Stern, Sue & David 
Millward, Bob Belgrade, Don & Marlene Dandy 

Marsha Bessinger - From: Kevee Kirshenbaum 

Leopold Goldberg - From: Bob Belgrade 

Anne Sbackman - From: Sue & David Millward 

David Gilinksy - From: Marty & Iris Ricks 

Lois Friedman-  From: Joanne & Jerry Freeman 

Kevee Kirshenbaum - From: Norm, Eunie, Larry 
Rachael, Alya, Eli, Steve, Tippi, Danny, Michael, Sasha, 
Sima, Solomon; Debbi, Becca & Lev Deneberg, Mr. & 
Mrs. E. Robert Newman, Carol & Alan Parsow, Phyllis 
& Paul Rifkin, Millie & Harold Bernstein, Jeanne Lipsey 
Rosenblum, Barbara &Jerry Cohen, Don & Marlene 
Dandy 

AlAbramson-  From: Iris & Marty Ricks 

Dick Rochman - From: Janey &Jerry Dann, NjHS 
Board & Staff, Debbi & LarryJosephson, Sue & David 
Millward 

Barry Cohn - From: Sue & David Millward 

Bernie Bogdanoff- From: Sue & David Millward 

Lois Friedman- From: Elaine Nachman, Midge & Bill 
Bowers 

Ronniejacobson- From: Helen Rifkin 
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Max Kohl!- From: Harry, Kathy & Max Weiner Howard Sillier - From: Sissy Katelman 

HowardMarcus dfLisa Lieb - From: Sissy Katelman Steve Perelman - From: Lorrie & Gary Katelman 

Phyllis &PaulRzfldn- From: Helen Rifkin, 

Marcia &Harvey Lipsman by Elaine Nachman 

Harold a' HelenAbrabamson - From: Helen Rifkin 

Helen Epstein For Contributions to NJHS and Our Community- From: Marti & John Atherton 

4OtbAnniversary ofBar Mitzvah ofHowardMarcus- From: Sissy Katelman 

Mr. dfMrs. Jack Rothschild - From: Mr. & Mrs. David Kentoff 

Grandson, Max ofLinda Riekes Koff- From: Steve & Margo Riekes 

REMEMBERING OUR FRIEND 
 - - - — --.- 

HistoricalSocietux  
Mission Statement 

The Mission of the Nebraska 
Jewish Historical Society is to 
preserve the histories of the Jewish 
families who settled in Nebraska 
and Council Bluffs, Iowa. The 
NJHS will promote the acquisition, 
cataloging and use of the collected 
materials which depict this histoiy 
by: participating in conferences,  
issuing publications to F71Pfl?bt 

and profess;; :  . fosterin  
research,-  and ', 7 (fH iS(; ill; 

i oJe:i" and reiated education atid  
c u It ui::;! 

:i 
 c hVi  

RICHARD "DICK" 
ROCHMAN 
On December 7, 2013 at the age 
of 8o, we lost a very good friend, 
board member and membership 
chairman. Following a private 
burial at Beth El Cemetery a 
memorial service was held at the 
Rose BlumkinJewish Home. 

He was a graduate of Central High School; attended the 
University of Oklahoma and graduated from Omaha University. 
He worked with his parents at their Benson Furniture Mark and 
then embarked on a long career as a salesman. Dick's enthusiasm 
was contagious. He will be greatly missed. 

if 
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Nebraska Jewish Historical Society 

The Nebraska Jewish Historical Society 
333 South 132nd Street 
Omaha, NE 68154 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT No. 1436 

Omaha, Neb. 

Monday Thursday 
10:00 am. - 4:00 p.m. 

Address Service Requested 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Renee Ratner Corcoran 
(402) 334-6442 
njhs@jewishomaha.org  

NJHS ASSISTANT: 
Kathy Weiner 
(402) 334-6441 
kweinerjewishomaha.org  

Fax: (402) 334-6507 
Supported by 

I h J( 1sh Eederatioll.  
OF OMAHA 

EBRA5KA01EW1511 PISTORICAL60CIETJ I)OPATION70R.M'  
Whatever the occasion, the Nebraska 
Jewish Historical Society will help 
you honor a friend or loved one, or 
acknowledge a special event. 

We have available for all occasions, 
cards for donations of $5, $10 and 
up. We also have a $25 packet that 
consists of six $5 cards. Please use 
this form to make your donation. 

Once we receive your donation 
information, a card will be sent to the 
family or person commemorated. 

Please make your checks payable 
to the Nebraska Jewish Historical 
Society. Return completed form and 
payment to NHJS, 333 South 132nd 
Street, Omaha, NE 68154. 

Donations are also accepted over the 
phone. Call the NJHS offices Monday 
through Thursday, at (402) 334-6441 I 
6442 between 10:00 am. & 4:00 p.m. 

IIeIii us share off.;storie8. 
amemLt;: the ebra; 

. storcai Society in your  

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE THIS DONATION TO: 
IJ The NJHS Fund 

The Mary Fellman Permanent Enrichment Fund 

:i The Dr. Ben Nachman Oral History Endowment Fund 

MY GIFT INFORMATION: 

Donation Amount Enclosed: $ 

I'd like to make this donation... 

On behalf of 

In memory of 

Other  

Please send an acknowledgement of this gift to: 

Name: 

Address: 

My Information... 

Name:  

Address: 

Phone:  

E-mail: 

mailto:njhs@jewishomaha.org
http://kweinerjewishomaha.org
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